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There is a custom to distribute schnapps and cake in shul when
one has yahrtzeit. Some say this should not be done since eating
and drinking are prohibited in a shul.” However, the custom is to
permit this.® Harav Yaakov Kamenetsky zt"l explained the reason
as follows: Some say the source to give out [’chaim and cake in the
morning is because years ago, there was a widespread custom to
fast on the day one had yahrtzeit, but one was able to redeem
himself from fasting by providing a seudah to the poor. When one
offers I'chaim and cake in shul, there are sometimes those who
hadn't had breakfast yet because they are on the way to work, so
in essence it is a seudah for “deprived” people - which is a mitzvah
and thus permitted in a shul.?

7. Sdei Chemed Beis Haknesses 40, page 241, Kaf Hachaim 63, opinion of Harav Benzion
Abba Shaul z¢"l quoted in Birchos Naftali 2, page 122, footnote 10.

8. Orchos Chaim (Spinka) 151:11, page 56, Keren Dovid 37, page 49b, Igros Moshe O.C.
1:45, Yalkut Yosef 151:4, footnote 7, Doleh U’'mashkeh page 101. Refer to Mishkan
Dovid 2:23, footnote 52.

9. As explained by Harav Yisroel Belsky zt"l.




